Conditions that are significant for advanced cancer patients' coping with their suffering-as experienced by relatives.
As long as life could be lived as before patients could cope with their problems. But the progression of the illness challenged feelings and filled life with increasing levels of chaos and feelings of powerlessness. Relatives became involved quite late in the patients' interaction with the professionals, an interaction that was characterized by lack of continuity and the professionals' focus on the patient's sick body. It was therefore seldom that professionals had insight into the family's resources and need for professional support. This made it more difficult for the family to evaluate, control and cope with their suffering. Instead, patients gradually adapted to the professionals' and relatives' priorities and sometimes their control over the increasingly failing and dying body.